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MR MURRAY'S LETTERS  TO   HIS FAMILY,

1830-1891

THE districts visited by my father nearly ninety
years ago are now in the familiar track of all
tourists and are described in a score of Guide-
books, but he traversed them when they were a
terra incognita to most Englishmen and when he
had only his own well-stored memory to aid him
in seeing and appreciating what was of chief
interest. I therefore give the following extracts
from his letters home :

'Bordeaux, Hotel de France, "July 0th, 1830.

* A walk of about a league, all the way up-hill, under
a trfes grand soleil, brought me to the scene of action,
a mine from which gypsum is extracted for making
Plaster of Paris* I descended, and remained some time
in the subterranean passages, which I found agreeably
cool I was told by the workmen, that the place was
quite overrun with mice, which is curious, considering
that their only means of support consists in the
droppings of oil from the lamps of the miners, and an
Siccidental crust of bread skilfully extracted from the
pocket of a jacket, by chance thrown off to facilitate
the labours of its owner. Prom these quarries which
were explored two years ago by Messrs MurcMson and
Lyell, I procured some curious specimens of fossil Pish
Insects, which I am bringing along with me.'

'Paria, Hotel du Rhone, July 17, 1830.
'Wu 6uestier/(W* Irving' s friend) was unluckily out
of town when my letter was left for him, so that I did